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An Account 

Of a final/ Boo!^ in French ^ entitulcd 

HrSTQIRE DES JOYAUX. 

E r 

DCS Prmipales Richeffes del Orient et deT Occident , 

/4r k Sr^ Chapuzeau. 

THisHiftoiy treats of Diamonds^ RubieS;, Emetaulds^ Pearls^ 
Coral, Bezoar, Yellow Amber ^ Amber-gris> Indigo^ crc. 
Of Diamonds , The Author fl^ews : 

1. The Places , whence they are taken ^ of which he finds t ue 
Five in all ih^ E a ji-Indiesy whereof /tv(? are Rivers ^ v\d^ Saccad-;n 
in Borneo y and Nage in the Kingdom of BengaU • at the bottom 
of both w^hich 5 he faith ^ the Diamonds are found among the 
fand , after the waters , that fall as great Torrents from the 
Mountains J are run off^ and the three others dxo. Mines , in the 
Kingdoms of D^rr^;;, Cuncan> and Golconda. In this Relation he 
obferves^ that the Diamonds which are found at thebottom of 
thofe Rivers, have the beftKr^f^r-, butthofe, in Mines , have of- 
ten J'/^n^i (which he imputes to the violent knockings of the Roc k} 
znd Blebs ^ afcribed to the condition of the Earth or Sand they 
are found in , vid. when that is not pure , but fattifli or black. He 
takes alfo notice , that Diamonds are the heavieft of precious 
Stones, as Gold isof Mettals. 

2. T!\\t Manner ^ how they are found and feparated 5 which is 
the fame in fubftance^ withthat, defcribediV/^wi8. />. 328. 

3. The Price of them > according to the proportion of their 
weighty for which he gives tiiisRule. Take, faith he, a Dia- 
mond of 10 Carats: this number is to be fquared (which makes 
100.) then, ifthe Stone be dean, each Carat according to its 
perfedion, may be worth 40 to 60 Crowns-, if it have no good 
water,or have a Bleb or Flaw, the Carat will not be worth but lioni 
10 to 30 Crowns. Som.ultiplying the faid 100 by the number, 
which each Carat of fuch orfuchaStone may bev/orth/the pro- 
dudl: is the price of the Stone. 

For 



For Rnhies y he difcourfes alfo of the Places 3 where tky are 
founds and of their Pnce. The Places^ are, the Kingdom of 
Fegfi , and thelfle of Cejlon-^ whence very fe^ are fufFered to be 
carried away^ ^The Price is ^ that a good r^uh of the weight of 
1 Rati (whichis ^of aC^r^f) is efteemed at 20 old Pagodes in 
India ^ each Pagide being about 10 ililiings Englip>, 

Rat is. Pagodes, 

Of 2 is valued at 100. 
Of 5 . — ^-— 250, 

Of 4 '--— 500. 

Of s ~— . 5?oo. 
Of 6 — 15C0. 

Of 7 --— 2jOO. 

Qf 12 .^ 12000. 

Concerning Turquois 5 they are found in Perfia^ in the Province 
of Chamaqjuj ^ North of ifpaJjan^ in two Mines ^ called thtold 
and the New Hock. Thefe of the New, are of an ill whiti/h Blcw^ 
but thofe of the old^ arc not fufFered to be digged out ^ but by the 
King of Peyfia himfelf. 

Erneraulds are affirmed by him , never to be found in the Eaft- 
Indies ^ but in Pcrou ^ whence they \vere carried by that Trading 
People to the Moluccas , even before America was difcovered by 
the Europeans t, and fo they come from the Orient ^ of much lels 
value 3 than they were formerly 5 byreafon of their commonnefs. 
The Author notes ^ that Emeraulds grow in flones 5 juff as Chry- 
ftals , formingaVein^ inwhichtheyareby little and httle refined 
and thickned : and that feme of them are feen ^ half white and 
half green ^ others, all white ^ and others vill green and perfed. 

To P^.rr/^ he affigns in the 6>r/V;7^ , fourplaces^ where they are 
/if]]ed : The I/le of Bnharem in the Pcrfian Gulf: The Coaft of 
Arabia Fcltx , near the Town oiCatif ^ over againft Baharem: 
Thelfle of Ccylon^hoxxi Manar : The Ifle of ^apan. The befl 
ziCcylon^ but fmall^ the big geft at f/^^/?^;^:, but uneven. In the 
V/e[l' Indies they are fiflfd in the North-Sea ^ in the 111 es of Mar- 
guerite ^ Cubagva 5 St. Marthc 5 and at Comana , and Cornanagotc^ 
near the Continent J and ini\\t South-Sea ^ near Panama: which 
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C4JU 
Jmirkm(ott^ though they are much inferiour to the Orkmai , 
mLuftre , yet they far excel them in.hignefs^ amounting fome- 
times (f:iiththi^^#/^i?f) to ^t Carats, 

In this Relation 'tis mentioned 5 that fometimes jr. or 6. Pearls 
are found in one Oyfter : That Pearl- f/lnrs are fed with dry and 
roafted imat^ to gire them better breathing : That Pearl-bearing 
Oyfters are not good to cat ^ being flat and hard of digeftion, cl'C 

As to the Price of good Peark , well fafliiond , he marketh it^ 
as follows : 

Such a Pearl of 
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Oi corals ^ He taketh notice, w^krf they are filled , and !# 

what manner. The P/^rr/^ Ir/^il^ , to be ^%/# 5 tkree opon the 
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Coafts of Corfica and Sardinia ^ wJ. at Argmil (where is the 
beftj Bdza y and near the ifecf St. Peter : Om upon the Coaft 
of Sicily ^ n^at Drepd/ium: Tivo upon the Coaft of Africa j near 
the 5j//W; of France , and at Tahrcd : 0;?^ more ^ upon the 
Coait of Cataloniii , at the Cape of ^iers : And the laft, about 
Majorca. Obfeiving, that red Coral is not found, but in the ^^^^z- 
tnw/fcan alone^ where 'tis fillied from the beginning of Jpril ^ till 
the end of ^^uly , employing commonly about 200 Boats. The 
manner of fiiliing them ^ is with two big beams of wood^^ laid 
crofs wife , mth a good piece of Lead on the middle , to make it 
fink, cafting aboutitcourfeHempj carelelly twifted , and tying 
this Wood to two Ropes 5 whereof one hangs at the Stctiie, the 
other at the fore-part of the Boat ^ and fo letting this contrivance 
fall into the Current ;, along the Rocks , where the Hemp being • 
turned about -J and engaged in the Coral, tliere need fometimes 
many Boats to draw away the Inflrumenr, 

Bezoar he faith ^ is not onely found in Golcon&a^ in the Pro- 
vince of Renquery •, in the Maw of Goats , whereof fome are at 
times furnlfht with a dozen a piece 5 but alfo at Macafar 5 In the 
lUto^Cdebes , in theBowiyof Apes 5 bigger than thofe found in 
Golconda. He mentions 5 that the people in thofe parts ^ to find 
whether a Goat hath any of thofe Bezoar-flones in its body , do 
beat his belly with their hands , and rub it , till all theftones in the 
Animal come together, and then they feel and tell them, as you 
do ftones in a Bag , d^r. 
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